this week, The Secret Admirer is: 
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Follow the white rabbit this week. 
Strange invitations and spontane- 
ous travel instructions pack hid- 
den meaning and will help you 
unravel larger questions and set 
solid goals for the summer. 


Shoot the moon this week. Be am- 
bitious and. bite off more than you 
can usually chew. Introduce your- 
self to someone new and exciting. 
Buy a sketchbook and a new pen. 
Ride your bike to the river. 


An inviting nest surrounds you 
wherever-you go. this week, and 
others, both friends and strang- 
ers, will find a mild, passive, heal- 
ing glow in your presence. Wher- 
ever you go, a delightful blessing. 


A swarm of flies will cloud around 
your head. this week, filling your 
days with tiny, unimportant needs 
and tasks. Take a break and ex- 
plore your neighborhood in a new 
way. Leave your phone at home. 


Money will come more easily than 
usual this"week. So if you want 
more money, be perceptive and 
flexible. You_also might stumble 
onto a deep secret about some- 
one close to you. Don't be a jerk. 


You're in a great position to find 
things this week. Keep your eyes 
on the groundas.you walk. Look 
behind curtainsand under couch- 
es. There's treasure everywhere if 
you take the time to see it. 


A cloud of love swirls around you. 
Connections will be easy to make, 
but they will also come thick. Pay 
attention to people's unspoken 
language, and squash.a crush be- 
fore it becomes.an obsession. 


Quietude and peace will flow 
from you as certainly as ice is the 
absence of heat. Your hands can 
smooth prickly situations and 
your voice can calm beasts. A lul- 
laby in uncertain times. 


Optimism swarms your vision like 
dust mote nebulae in shafts of 
attic sunlight. Walk with a jaunty 
confidence, happy to.get where 
you're going while also never in a 
rush to leave where you are. 


A compromise is coming your way 
and you would do well to refuse 
the first offer. Get a better price. 
Renegotiate terms of commit- 
ment. Don't accept if you aren't 
certain it's in your best interest. 


Time mage! The clock spins to 
meet your step this week, and the 
circles you walk will dictate the 
sun's progression. Wherever you 
are is precisely the perfect mo- 
ment to be there. 


Lay low in the cool mud. Take time 
to gather your legs before setting 
out in any direction,.and know 
that if you only move when you're 
ready to move, you'll never be 
caught off guard. 


Remove Rizzo 


a piece by Joe Boruchow 
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Let’s demote this 
“crumb bum” and 
remove his statue 
from the steps of 


Philadelphia’s Munici- 
pal Services Building. 
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Frank Rizzo's legacy 
of racial divisiveness 
and thuggery is no 


longer one that Philly 
should endorse. Like 


an effigy of an au- 
thoritarian dictator, 


the statue looms over 
our provincial politics 
and is a symbol of our 


dysfunction. Move 


him somewhere less 


prominent and let’s 


reserve our high pro- 
file public spaces for 
memorials of figures 
that all Philadelphians 


can be proud of. 


howling at you 
whenever 


Diffused Musings on a Thin Morning 
Emily Centipede 


There's a quality of quiet that follows 
me into certain rooms. It’s a settling of 
some dust beyond perception, floaters 
and ultraviolet motes of afterglow the 
burning purple green color that defies 
the rainbow, the color you see when 
you press your palms into your closed 
eye sockets. It’s a quiet from another 
place, as if in drifting in some expand- 
ed spatial dimension, my room wan- 
ders across a great cavern, a swamp 
shaped like a home. In these quiets | 
am not entirely myself. I’m larger, drift- 
ier, waterlogged with the dew of an- 
other place. What are those memories 
flitting at the edge? What flowers will 
this purplegreen pollen spawn? 


There’s a texture in the back of my 
brain that | can only feel while simul- 
taneously thinking of something as- 
tronomically large and something 
else imperceptibly small. | try to fit 
the concept of a supercluster of galax- 
ies, or the oceans that stretch across 
planets 1,000 times as large as earth. 
If | can feel the mind-breakingly deep 
caverns passing under my futile tread- 
ing while also understanding and 
processing the size of subatomic par- 
ticles, of planck lengths and the quan- 
tum weirdness of the extreme small, 
| can sense this texture and it exists 
somewhere between the tactile and 
the audible, where touch and hearing 
meet. You can start with things much 
closer in scale. Think of an oil tanker 
and a jelly bean. Hold them both in 
your thoughts. Slide the sizes further 
apart. The soundfeel blossoms like a 
flower made of vibration in the dark at 
the back of your skull. 


Once | was walking through the city of 
Louisville, Kentucky, and the sky was 
dark at noon with the promise of a 
storm. | turned a corner, and there in 
all her glory, stood my beautiful reflec- 
tion. Hair like seaweed made of smoke 
whipped the corners of her coral face, 
opalescent and fever bright in the 
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washed out pale gray glass, a bright 
pillar of almost me slashed through 
the reflected sky boiling black with 
clouds. A sob leapt like a salmon from 
her waterfall mouth. Who was that be- 
fore me? Her thumbs hooked in the 
straps of a tall backpack, the hem of 
her mother’s dress whipping around 
her bruised knees. In that moment | 
would have done anything for her. | 
would have gladly accepted it my life's 
work to make her happy, to slay those 
who hurt her, to work tirelessly gath- 
ering every comfort her fickle heart 
desired. For a shimmering and fragile 
moment, | was truly in love with my- 
self. Remembering it now, so many 
years later, still brings me a special 
warmth. 


719 South 4th Street , 


MARKET & CAFE 


Philly’s Premier Organic Market Since 1969 


Local Crafts 
& Antful Gifts 


UNIQUE WarRES By 
CREATIVE MAKERS 


WEST PHILADELPHIA 


5009 BALTIMORE AVENUE 
215.471.7700 vIxXEMPORIUM.COM 


Really 


Get to Know 


your Fooul 


Use the code SECRET 
for $15 off your first 
order. Visit 


to check out the most 
customizable farm 
share in Philadelphia 


Reality is thin. If | lose concentration 
| diffuse out over everything I’ve ever 
felt. By the time | die, I'll have lived my 
life 1,000 times, each one slightly dif- 
ferent, each self unique. There's one 
issue of the Secret Admirer and every 
week it is rewritten. It’s a life’s work 
to know yourself, to uncover and un- 
derstand your own agenda. When 
the final page is written, it will not be 
because the story is told, it will be be- 
cause you've forgotten where to look 
for it. Go forth and be weird. 


SHOP NEW BAGS 
RELOADBAGS.COM 


608 N 2ND ST 
PHILLY 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


holly firesheets 


cummask.tumblr.com 
insta: cum.mask 
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Small-batch distiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 
RowhouseSpirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 


PERIOD PALS 


is back! 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
Wendy Otter at cornfairy@gmail.com 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer every fourth or fifth week. Send in as 
many as you like. 


‘cause menstruation ain't taboo! 


Marvelous Records 


west philly's ONLY one-stop music shop 


Bar in South Philly 

bartender gal- Oh wow! Thank you 
so much! May | ask why you tipped so 
generously? 

customer gal- (leans back and smiles) 
Because I'm awesome. 


Frankford & Allegheny 
2 college bros- | kinda like this shirt 
but my nipples stick out a little bit. 


Ahimsa House 

gal 1- Do you want to recycle in my 
vagina?! It's in there. 

gal 2- What does that even mean? 

gal 1- 'Cause there's a duct tape vulva 
on the thing. You know. 


Adrienne Theater 

gal walking in, on cell phone- You're 
still gonna get laid; that's all that mat- 
ters. 


In an Elevator 
Email after email after email. He final- 
ly brings me into the loop. 


South St 

person on phone- What do you 
mean? How many cats is too many? No 
sir! Get outa here! 


Satellite Cafe 

gal- You can't just paint everything 
black. It doesn't work that way. 

guy- | can and I will. 


Atlantis Bar 

guy 1- Lately my puke has tasted ex- 
actly like pop tarts. 

guy 2- Have you been eating a lot of 
pop tarts? 

guy 1- Well yeah, duh. 


¢ Charms for the Modern Witch 
$ Emily Centipede 


« Insomnia due to racing mind or heart- 
$ ache. If you find yourself unable to sleep 
e due to a nagging dread or sorrow, dress 
* yourself in the small hours of morning, 
$ after everyone else is asleep. Inhale, ex- 
e hale. Collect everything you'll need for 
¢ a meaningful walk. Turn off your lights. 
$ Open your front door. Let the clean morn- 
¢ ing wind wash over your face. Take one 
* step, then quickly jump back inside and 
$ lock the door. Undress. Go to bed. Banish 
¢ the part of you that went on that walk. 
« Now you can sleep without thought. 


¢ A spell for letting go. |f you are haunted 
« by a lingering ache, take a sheet of dirty 
$ or torn paper, and write out the offend- 
¢ ing memory. Be sure to avoid specifics. 
« Keep it general and defocused. You might 


then think to burn the sheet, but this iss 
wrong. Burning the sheet immortalizes $ 
it, martyrs the memory, enslaves you to 
it. Instead, walk down a busy street and : 
drop it to the ground. Let everyone read $ 
it with their feet. Let strangers violate its ° 
sanctity and let them relate to it. Make ¢ 
it mediocre before all. It will become § 
frail and malnourished. The memory will ¢ 
crumble to an echo. You're free. 
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1. Option keys 
5. Remonstrate scornfully 
10. Prolonged and forceful utterance 


. Great Gatsby style 

. Produces royal jelly 

. Quality of most Maine beaches 

. A small earthquake 

. Glucose regulator 

. Parent of rock & roll 

. Button on a tape recorder 

. Rent sharer 

. In hockey, 3 is a hat trick 

. Opposite of “pencil come” 

. Negative conjunction 

. Charity to the less fortunate 

. Embankment to contain a river 
Disney's riff on King Claudius 


39. To assume a horizontal orientation 


. A donut 

. Potential trees 

. Solitary, not by choice 
Camellia sinensis beverage 


45. Went from Degrassi to Young Money 


46. A relative view 

50. Protective covering 

52. A seed with a cute hat 

54. On account of 

55. Intentionally avoided veracity 
56. Something you got to do 


58. A rash of inflamed sebaceous glands 


59. Set down 


60. The border between thighs and back 


61. Complete collections 
. Religious principle palindrome 
. Apiary tennants 
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1. Verifiable exculpation 
2. Cloth from flax 
3. Efforts at completing a task 


8. One adept at loafing 
9. Coloring agent 
10. Compensate for one’s faults 
11. Deferential respect 
12. Parts of a broken circle 
13. Adequate space 
18. Small land masses 
22. Super heavyweight wrestling 
24. Where websites live 
26. Private balcony box at a theater 
28. Variety show 
Frog's pal 
. Mistakes 
. Bold, impertinent behavior 


. Miscellaneous collection of things 


. Achange or addition 
. Allows passers-through 
37. Turn your gaze 
38. Where to store 60 across 
40. Dissolved by the Bolsheviks 
41. Plants in the genus cassia 
43. What time does to optimism 
44. Where to find Mossimo apparel 
. Ursula’s fee 
. In flames 
. Fair-weather feathered friend 
. Coastal raptor 
. Exclamation of grief 
. Edible seeds of swamp grass 
. Close-knit familial group 
. Choose 
. Key above caps lock 


LAST 


TIME’S 


JAM 


Tell your friends that you love 
them. Tell your friends you 
support them. Remind them 
that you are on their team. 
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There's a ladder 


in your heart 
that only you 


can climb. 


Travia Tire 


1- What is directly south of detroit? 

2- What is the only muscle in the human, body attached at only.one end? 
3- Which of Shakespeare's plays is set on January fifth? 

4- What country has the northernmost point of land? 

5- The invasionof Fort Sumter started this war. 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: 


LPS-«CDS+CASSETTES+STICKS+STRINGS+STYLI 
PROFESSIONAL LP CLEANING 
4916 Baltimore Ave - 215-72-MUSIC 


DISCOGS: marvelousmusic 


EBAY:marvelous-records ANSWERS ON BACK 
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